The aim of this study was to determine the frequency and intensity of Ancylostoma spp. in 33 dogs and 52 cats by means of coproparasitological examinations and parasitological necropsy, and assess the presence of contaminated feces with eggs of that parasite in public places of Andradina Municipality, São Paulo State, Brazil. (13/19). No association was observed between the number of Ancylostoma spp parasites and age, sex and breed of the animals and also the ratio of EPG counts and the parasitic intensity observed at necropsy (p > 0.05). Based on the high occurrence of hookworm in dogs and cats in this study, the treatment with anti helminthics are needed even in those animals with negative stool tests, besides adopting control of the number of animals in public places, in order to decrease the likelihood of environmental contamination, since this parasite represents a potential hazard to human and animal health.
INTRODUCTION
The urban development and environmental changes caused by humans have increased the occurrence of parasitic zoonoses emerging and re-emerging 4 . Dogs 5, 22, 24 and cats 1, 6, 18 can act as reservoirs of evolutive parasitic forms that contaminate the environment with their feces, mainly with infective larvae of hookworms, representing a serious public health problem 14 . This fact is confirmed by the work of SANTARÉM et al. (2004) , which detected the occurrence of Cutaneous Larva Migrans (CLM) in children from Taciba Municipality, São Paulo State, Brazil, due to their contact with sand in public parks where Ancylostoma spp. larvae were found.
Some species of Ancylostoma present zoonotic potential 8 , as Ancylostoma braziliense and Ancylostoma caninum, who are the etiologic agents of the diseases known as cutaneous larva migrans 9 and eosinophilic enteritis 16 .
The aim of this study was to determine the occurrence of Ancylostoma sp. in domestic dogs and cats by means of coproparasitological examinations and parasitological necropsy, and evaluate the occurrence of this parasite in public places of Andradina Municipality, São Paulo, Brazil.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
In this study 33 dogs and 52 cats were included. The animals were captured or delivered by their owners to the Center for Zoonosis Control (CZC) of Andradina Municipality, (20.8961 o South, 51.37944 o West and at 405 m altitude) for euthanasia. Of the dogs analyzed, 19 were females and 14 males being, 24 without defined breed (WDB) and nine with defined breed (DB). The group of cats consisted of 30 males and 22 females, with 47 WDB and five with DB.
The age of the animals was estimated according to the analysis of the dental arcade, being classified as young (until one year), adult (between one and seven years) and elderly (over seven years of age). Among the dogs, seven were young, 21 adults and five elderly. Of the cats, 18 were young, 30 adults and four elderly. Feces were collected directly from the rectum of each animal and later processed by flotation techniques in sodium chloride saturated solution with 1.182 density (Willis-Mollay Technique) and spontaneous sedimentation in water 12 . The fecal egg counts (EPG), according to GORDON & WHITLOCK (1939) , was performed to associate the excretion of eggs and the intensity of Ancylostoma detected in necropsied animals.
To recover adult helminths, each animal was necropsied and the contents from their stomach, and small and large intestines were washed in tap water, sieved and stored in properly identified containers with formaldehyde 10% buffered solution. The contents were then placed onto Petri plates and observed under a stereomicroscope; helminths were collected with entomological stylets and later transferred to test tubes containing alcohol 70%.
Statistical analysis was performed using the Fisher Exact Test, considering the occurrence of Ancylostoma spp. The Chi-square test (χ 2 ) was used to associate sex, age, breed, level of EPG with the parasitic intensity observed in the necropsy, and the occurrence of single or mixed infections, considering as significant p < 0.05.
RESULTS
Ancylostoma species were identified based on the morphology of their buccal capsule and teeth under a phase contrast microscope (Olympus ® , USA) at 400x magnification, after clarification with acetic acid 80% 29 .
Forty-two fecal samples were also collected from public environments, including 23 squares/gardens and 19 streets/sidewalks. The samples were collected using disposable procedure gloves, and stored in polystyrene box with ice during the transportation to the laboratory. Public squares particularly present a high level of contamination by enteroparasites, mainly Ancylostoma 19 . The occurrence of CLM in children from Taciba Municipality, São Paulo State, Brazil, was observed, due to their contact with sand in public parks where Ancylostoma spp. larvae were detected 27 . 
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CONCLUSION
Based on the high occurrence of hookworm in dogs and cats in Andradina, the treatment with anti helminthics are needed even in those animals with negative stool tests, besides adopting control of the number of animals in public places, in order to decrease the likelihood of environmental contamination, since this parasite represents a potential hazard to human and animal health. 
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